
     The Pastoral Council for St. 

Anne‟s has embraced a theme iden-

tified as “A Gift of a Sacramental 

Spirituality” for all ministries in this 

fiscal year On Thursday, August 

12th Father Mark Pierce was invited 

to hold a ministry in-service in 

which all active ministers were en-

couragd to participate.  A good min-

istry diverse audience heard an in-

spiring description of what Fr. Pierce identified as the 

three roots of our Catholic faith: Mediation, Tradition 

and Sacramentality.  Fr. Pierce offered an observation 

that God does not come to us without fingerprints; God 

works through each of us and our neighbors.  We may 

not see an immediate response but we do see a re-

sponse. 

     Fr. Pierce explained that to be a “sacramental peo-

ple” we need to know our life‟s meaning and purpose.  

We capture our lived experience that gives us this 

meaning and purpose through stories, objects and pic-

tures that we share at a feast.  It is at these feasts that 

we are reminded of who we are and how we are tied 

together:  “I know who I am.”  This is how 

“sacramentality” works.  “Church” is the connection 

between our individual stories and the Grand Christ 

story. 

     Leaders in the church have a responsibility not only 

to lead by word but also through action.  Leaders 

should not only point in the direction they are heading 

but tap others on the shoulder and take them along.  We 

must have a responsibility to create a warm, welcoming 

environment where people can encounter the God who 

promises to be there.  Parish should be a school of 

prayer. 

     To the question, “What is „A Gift of a Sacramental 

Spirituality‟,” one may respond “Anything visible that 

reveals the invisible God.”  Anything that one can see, 

touch, or taste that has the power to connect us to God.  

Each ministry will be focusing and using this meaning 

in our fiscal year to embrace our parish theme.  Keep 

your eyes and ears open and respond to this “tap on 

your shoulder.” 

     The ministry in-service concluded with a presenta-

tion from our Peace & Justice ministry who have al-

ready responded to the tap on the shoulder and how 

they have embraced this parish theme through the illus-

tration of a sustainability action plan.  All ministries 

then congregated into commission areas to briefly dis-

cuss possibilities for their ministry areas before gather-

ing for closing comments and prayer. 

     Thank you to our presenters and ministers who par-

ticipated in this in-service.  For those ministers who 

were unable to be present but wish to view Fr. Pierce‟s 

presentation, please contact the parish office to borrow 

a DVD. 
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to share in our activities. 
    We count you as a treasure. With your 
prayers and support, we will make this school 
year a time of  special achievement in the aca-
demic and spiritual growth of  all children. This 
year will be filled with lots of  excitement and 
new beginnings within Newman Catholic 
Schools. On behalf  of  the staff  of  NCES @ 
St. Anne and NCECC @ St. Michael, we wish 
to extend a warm welcome to all students and 
families in our community, and a very special 
welcome to our new students. We look forward 
to working with everyone to make this school 
year one filled with many positive experiences. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
 

Emily Miller 

Principal 

 

Welcome back!   I hope everyone had a truly 
enjoyable and restful summer. It’s always great 
to rejuvenate the soul! We are beginning an-
other year of  shared responsibility in building 
Catholic values and education skills in the 
young people God has placed in our care. 
    Your child/ren and our teachers share time 
and space, mind and soul for many hours of  
each day. Consequently, the Catholic school 
becomes a privileged place for the teaching of  
the whole child. Minds are challenged, chil-
dren are encouraged, and Christian principles 
are the foundation in our total school pro-
gram. Parents are the primary educators of  
their children. It is your right and privilege to 
choose a school that will provide an education 
for our children. Because privilege and respon-
sibility are inseparable, it then becomes a par-
ent's obligation to support the policies and de-
cisions of  the school, and to expect the same 
of  the children. Students benefit most when 
parents and teachers work together. The coop-
eration, help, and active interest of  all includ-
ing the parish members are important and val-
ued by Newman Catholic Schools. 
    As a faculty, we appreciate all ideas, every-
one’s cooperation helping with many activities, 
and your support. If  you are able to take an 
active part in our parish-school partnership by 
volunteering your presence, this forms role-
models for our students. Whether you can be 
available a few hours each week or only occa-
sionally, there are many opportunities for you 

ST. ANNE’S 
SCHOOL STARTS 

A NEW YEAR 

Unsung Hero 
by Bill Schmelzer 

 

 

 On August 16, St. Anne’s Maintenance Man-

ager, Timm Hollis, and  Maintenance Man David Lo met 

with Dennis Wald, Director of Physical Plant for the 

Wausau Public Schools, to discuss the green efforts 

of the WSD.  I attended as a member of our Green 

Team.  During a very worthwhile morning, we learned 

that Timm is using many of the same green cleaning 

products that the school district has discovered, and 

Timm learned of some technology that may be adapted 

to the St. Anne’s plant to save time and cost while of-

fering a green alternative. 

 When you see Timm, thank him for being ahead 

of the curve ensuring the health of St. Anne’s staff, 

students and parishioners through his knowledge and 

use of environmentally friendly products. 
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PEACE AND JUSTICE 
Faithful Citizenship 

by Bill Schmelzer 

ABOUT THE  
LITURGY 
by Renee Fredel, 

Liturgy Coordinator 

Sacramental  
Transformation: 
 
We encounter the ongoing 
presence of  Christ in the 
world through his body, the 
Church.  The Church is the continuous sacra-
ment/sacramentum or mystery/mysterion of  
Christ in the world.  Through the Church, we 
who are baptized are transformed; we are to 
live as Christ himself  lived: as a forgiving, 
compassionate, and inclusive people of  God. 
 
Sacraments are fundamentally communal in 
nature. The seven sacraments are specific, spe-
cial manifestations of  this reality where we fo-
cus on one element or another of  the Paschal 
Mystery in our lives.  Sacraments transform 
human experience in light of  the mystery of  
Christ. They are those events that draw us 
more deeply into the mystery of  God. 

 
For example, think of  the 
Eucharist.  It is not a sacra-
ment because it involves peo-
ple eating and drinking to-
gether. Rather, it is a sacra-
ment because it transforms 

what it means to gather as a people and eat and 
drink the Paschal meal.  This Eucharistic ex-
perience is given new meaning—the ordinary 
is transformed into an extraordinary new real-
ity. Who we are as human beings is altered.  
We are called to live out the reality of  our sac-
ramental experience in our daily lives by 
changing our relationships and the world 
around us.  We are to live out in our own lives 
what it means to be the mystery of  the sacra-
ment of  the church. 

   The 2010 primary is coming up on September 14, 

with the General Election following on November 2.   To 

be part of the solution rather than part of the problem, 

we need to take seriously our right to vote as Catholic 

Christians. The US Conference of Catholic Bishops helps 

us form our consciences and gives us a yardstick with 

which to evaluate the records and rhetoric of campaign-

ing politicians. In their document Faithful Citizenship: A 
Catholic Call to Political Responsibility, the Conference 

outlines seven themes of Catholic social teaching: 

 -Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

 -Call to Family, Community, and Participation 

 -Right and Responsibilities 

 -Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 

 -Dignity of Work and The Rights of Workers 

 -Solidarity 

 -Caring for God's Creation 

 

and four moral priorities for public life: 

 -Protecting Human Life 

 -Promoting Family Life 

 -Pursuing Social Justice 

 -Practicing Global Solidarity 

 

      As we listen for clues as to where the candidates 

stand in relationship to these themes and priorities, we 

also need to look inward and listen to our own wisdom.  

What feelings does the candidate intend for us to feel 

as he or she “approves this message”?  Are we supposed 

to feel fear, which is one of the biggest motivators?  If 

the candidate is targeting an opponent, is the candidate 

clear in what they will do instead and how they intend to 

do it?  What is the candidate’s history as far as integ-

rity?  What money is supporting the candidate’s cam-

paign?  Does the candidate actually support the values 

we believe in and is the plan to achieve them just and 

humane?   

 
    John Grisham’s novel. The Appeal, 
tells the story that political things are 

not always what they seem.  Let us take 

part in the political process on a sound 

foundation of prayer and intelligent dis-

cernment. 
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 FAITH FORMATION 
& EVANGELIZATION 

by Barb Ceranski 

What’s New  in Faith Formation? 
 

      Excitement is rising with the addition of the 

Wednesday Faith Formation program. 

       We welcome Sheila Kostroski who offers her 

gifts as the Wednesday Evening Coordinator.  Her 

passion for ministry, energy, and great ideas will be 

contagious. We are fortunate to have Justine Miller 

and Sandy Wirkus ministering as coordinators of the 

Sunday morning program again this year.  

      Areas where help is still needed:  

¤ A person willing to work with/organize the vol-

unteer opportunities of faith formation par-

ents.    

¤ 2-3 office assistants for the Wednesday eve-

ning  program (attendance, phone calls, re-

cording) 

 

      Interested parents/grandparents are needed as 

aides in the classrooms on both Sunday and Wednes-

day.  Parents/grandparents can decide on the time 

they would like to offer:  each week or on a rotation.  

Can you join us? Please contact the office. 

      All families registered in 

Faith Formation will be receiv-

ing the opening mailing the 

first part of September.  

      Parents will accompany 

their children for the opening 

session and parent meeting on:  

     Sunday, September 19, for 

those who signed up for Sunday 

Faith Formation; 

     Wednesday, September 22, for those who signed 

up for Wednesday Faith Formation.  

 

OUR LOCAL OUTREACH  
EFFORTS 

by Jennifer Kareken, Director of Pastoral Care 
 

     The Mission Service Committee entertained ideas 
from parishioners about local, national and interna-
tional projects at its August 19th meeting.  The projects 
that are decided upon will be highlighted throughout 
the coming year.  It is repeatedly brought to our atten-
tion that there are parishioners especially concerned 
with helping individuals from our local commu-
nity.  Another way to do this would be to directly do-
nate to the Emmaus Fund.  Emmaus is funded by 
gifts from parishioners who are concerned with care 
of the poor and from stipends given to the priest for 
funeral services.  The Church of St. Anne continues to 
donate funds from Emmaus to the local Catholic 
Charities in order to serve individuals with needs dur-
ing business hours.  Funds are also reserved for bus 
tokens, gas vouchers, and grocery cards for after-
hours emergencies here. This fund would also assist 
with other emergencies; for example ,by helping a par-
ish family after a fire. 
     From January through July, there were more than 
70 calls for assistance. Most requests were financial-
-gas, food, utility, rent, car repair, assistance with 
medication, emergency travel assistance, etc.  
Some calls have to do with material needs, for exam-
ple, someone looking for a working wheelchair or 
kitchen table, or for information about other commu-
nity resources.  In the first three days of this week, we 
have had two requests for gas, two requests with assis-
tance to pay for testing at the local technical college, 
one request for utility assistance, and one request for 
assistance with rent. (Just so you know, none of these 
requests were from parishioners and the majority of 
the requests we receive are from the community.)  I 
wonder what Thursday and Friday will bring? 
There have been collaborative efforts between Catho-
lic Charities, St. Vincent de Paul, and The Church of 
St. Anne that have made significant differences for 
families and individuals. When we work together we 
are sometimes able to restore power or keep a family 
from eviction.  If this is the kind of basic needs assis-
tance that you are interested in supporting, you can 
donate directly to the Emmaus Fund by writing a 

check to The Church of St. Anne and putting it in an 
envelope with “Emmaus Fund” written on it.  Dona-
tions of bus tokens, or $25 gas vouchers or grocery cards 
are always welcome.  Sometimes picking up a $10 gift card 
while doing the weekly shopping gives us a moment to re-
flect and be thankful for the abundance we have and are 
able to share with our brothers and sisters.  Just a reminder, 
Share Sunday and donations to our Circle of Joy also support 

these local efforts! 
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FAITH FORMATION 
NEWS 

 
Welcome to “Faith First” 

 by Barb Ceranski 

 
“Faith First Legacy” is the new religion 

series for our parish faith formation pro-

gram this year.  Through this series children 

will be introduced to a new generation of the 

richness of the Roman Catholic tradition and 

help them grow in their commitment to Jesus 

Christ.  It is our hope that these new materi-

als will enrich and even transform the faith 

lives of every member of our parish, espe-

cially the children, their family and the cate-

chist community.   

We have a full group of catechists who 

have stepped forward to offer their time, 

energy and faith with the young people of 

our parish. The catechists in grades kinder-

garten through Gr. 6 recently received train-

ing on this new series.  They are excited 

about the possibilities to share their faith. 

 Check out the “Faith First”  Website 

www.faithfirst.com.  Areas for parents and 

kids, questions kids ask, family prayer, tour 

of the church and much, much more! 

 
 
 
 

 

AS I SEE IT 
 

When you were confirmed, how or why did 

you choose your Confirmation Name?  Was 

it your own idea, or did  someone else 

(parent, catechist?) make suggestions?  Do 

you know anything about “your” saint—

what was his/her life like, where was “home,” 

did this person work any miracles that we 

know about today, what religious order did 

he/she belong to?  If you don’t know, our par-

ish library has material on many saints’ 

lives that you might want to take a look at. 

 

I have been thinking about this because when 

I was confirmed I chose “Clare” (of Assisi) as 

my patron saint and her feast day is Au-

gust 11.  She has been called the “patron 

saint of television” but that’s not why I chose 

her. ( I haven’t watched TV for many 

months, and don’t miss it a bit!)  The story 

for that appellation is that one Christmas 

Eve, she was too ill to attend Midnight Mass. 

But when her sisters returned to the convent, 

she told them she had seen the entire Mass 

from her bed! 

 

Actually the characteristic that attracted my 

attention is that she was able to maintain an 

attitude of detachment toward what could 

have been worldly concerns.  I thought this 

was an admirable quality and have learned 

how to manage it in daily life:  don’t let the 

little stuff become important, just deal with 

it and “all will be most well” in the long run. 

(As the British might say, “Don’t get your 

knickers in a twist.”)  And take the big is-

sues to God since He knows what is or is not 

good for you. 
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Erv Burkhardt—Candidate for the Permanent Diaconate 
 

I’m Erv Burkhardt.  I would like to share with you my journey to being ordained a deacon thus 

far.  After completing the Lay Formation program in June 2007, I applied for entry into the 

Deaconate program.   

 

In July 2007 I received my letter of acceptance from the Bishop.  Aspirancy is the first two 

years of the program where we built our foundation of faith.  This consisted of studying the 

“Catechism of the Catholic Church,” learning to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, praying the Ro-

sary, and discerning whether I was truly being called to be a Deacon, and concluded with a si-

lent retreat.   

 

I meet monthly with my Spiritual Advisor who supports and guides me on this journey.  During 

the summer of 2009 I attended the Leader of Prayer program, which prepared me for various services that I might 

be asked to perform such as a Communion Service.   I also went before the Board of Review seeking acceptance into 

the Candidacy phase of the program and in August 2009 I received the letter of acceptance from the Bishop.   

 

In September 2009 the Bishop installed me as a Leader of Prayer. A week later I received the Rite of Candidacy 

where I openly expressed my desire to give up my life for the Church in the Diocese of La Crosse.  My first year in 

Candidacy has included Vatican II, Church History, Christian Anthropology, Ecclesiology, and Pastoral Field Educa-

tion.   

 

This fall I will receive the Rite of Lector from the Bishop.  Upon receiving this rite I will be wearing an alb to do the 

readings in Church.  After this year I will have one more year of study to complete before I can be ordained a Dea-

con. 

 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Pilot at 10:30 a.m. Mass 
 

There has been interest in offering a nursery for 10:30 Mass on Sun-

day mornings.  High School Students, can you help  Sundays in October? 

Starting Nov. 7, if it is to continue, parent volunteers will need to 

step forward.  If you have questions, contact Steve Schmidt @715-

370-2000 or schmidt.stephen.h@gmail.com 
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THE 2010 VBS EXPEDITION 
by Amy Vaillancourt 

  

 
       We began our vast voyage on July 

26 with a marvelous crew and 60 ex-

cited passengers to learn about God‟s 

mighty love. Through singing songs 

and movement our passengers learned 

over the five days that God‟s Word is 

true, comforting, surprising, life-

changing, and most importantly for 

everyone. Throughout the week, the  

 

 

 

children heard stories about the fol-

lowers of Jesus and how God worked 

through them.  

       They played games, ate a snack, 

made a craft, and watched the adven-

tures of Chadder, the Chipmunk, that 

fit the Bible point of each day during 

the week. 

       The children also did a project 

called Operation Kid-to-Kid in which 

they made and gave something to  

other children in need. This year it was 

decided to 

support the 

American 

Red Cross 

Disaster 

Relief  Pro-

gram.  The 

children 

tied fleece 

blankets 

and stuffed 

fleece  

bears. The 

blankets 

and bears were presented to Red Cross  

Representative Adam Brzezinski on Fri-

day during the Floating Finale.  

       Our week concluded with Sunday 

morning 8:30 Mass in which children 

who participated sang three songs led by 

Valerie Bastian before Mass. The chil-

dren also donated the left over non-

perishable food items from snack during 

Mass.  

         I want to express my thanks to all 

of the people who helped to bring God‟s 

word to the children.     

Children playing Ship Bombardment 

during games. 

Adam Brzezinski receiving blankets 

from children during Floating Finale 

on Friday. 
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How Much Preparation Is Needed? 
“Training Ourselves for Devotion” 

by John Schmitt, Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

 

As I write this column for the Septem-

ber Spirit, I have actually not left yet for the 

great hiking adventure with Fr. Steve to the 

Grand Tetons National Park. The one thing that 

has amazed me about planning and preparing 

for this trip is the sheer amount of planning 

that has gone into it. The fact is, this trip has 

been in the works for over a year and a half. 

The thing that amazes me about all of this 

planning, or as I look to other adventure enthu-

siasts and their plans for trips, is that the 

planning, training and final preparations be-

come one and the same thing with the trip it-

self.  

For example, when someone is training 

for a marathon, he/she cannot decide to start 

a week before the marathon to roll off the 

couch and run around the block 24/7 in order 

to train for the marathon. The same thing with 

my trip: weekly hikes, bike rides, and, yes, 

rest, are all a part of the balanced training 

program. In essence “the big deal”—be it a 

marathon or a hike in the mountains—just be-

comes a highlight that is a part of a greater 

and more rounded routine. In turn, people 

are not surprised when they hear about all of 

the preparations made for the big deal. 

The challenge, however, is that all too 

often, no one looks to the training program 

and the months and days leading up to the 

headliner; yes, we know preparations are nec-

essary, but all of the attention goes to the 

big day or event. As I see it, it is the same 

thing for our faith: the tendency is only to 

look to the big stories or the big saints, yet 

we do not always recognize the little things 

that brought each of us to where we are now 

in faith.  

On the flip side of the same coin, we 

do not always recognize the importance of 

that training program of faith. In 1 Timothy 

4:6-16 (and pretty much the entire letter) 

Paul reminds us about the importance of 

training ourselves for devotion (vs. 7). 

Though he does not set out a specific train-

ing program directly for us, he does say and 

emphasize how important training as a life-

style, not just a personal resolution, is. If 

there is the multi-billion dollar industry of 

training ourselves physically, the least we can 

do is evaluate how well we are training our-

selves faithfully for unity with the triune 

God.  

When compared to 

my preparations for the 

Teton Mountains, I know I 

need to check up on and 

boost up my spiritual 

training. The best part is 

we all have our training 

partners right here in our parish community 

of St. Anne’s. 
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  Parish Family Page 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

Emily Kalis 

 

Leona Tucker 

RECENT WEDDINGS 

 

Travis Strasser & Sarah Miller 

July 24, 2010 

 

William Haskins V & Merrie Kuehlman 

August 7, 2010 

RECENT DEATHS 

 

Margaret Weisner 

July 21, 2010 

 

Bill Zachman 

August 15, 2010 

NEW BAPTISMS 

 

Meta Leone Gilbertson 

Daughter of Mark & Kimberly Gilbertson 

 

Mya Rae Carungi 

Daughter of Victor & Tami Carungi 

 
 

 
Children’s Liturgy of  the Word will not 
continue unless 7 leaders come forward.: 
  Eight leaders on a rotation is 4 to 5 times 
a year.  What does it take? 

¤  This ministry involves helping chil-
dren with the Sunday readings.   

¤  Time commitment: 15-20 minutes 
with the children.  It takes perhaps 
20-30 minutes ahead of  time to 
study the gospel, reflect on it, and 
decide how to talk about it. All re-
sources are provided.   

¤  The beauty of  this ministry is that it 
brings the gospel readings to the 
children’s level and allows them to 
share what is in their hearts or on 
their minds with God! 

Interested? Contact the parish office or 
barbc@stanneswausau.org 
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CIRCLE of JOY 
 

Share Sundays  
At all weekend Masses in September 

Recipient will be The Neighbor’s Place 

PARISH FAMILY LIFE 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Wed., Sept. 8 at 6:30 pm in the  

Family Room 

 

Hospitality 
Donut Sunday Sept. 12 in the  

West Gathering Space after the 8:30 am Mass 
 

New Members Welcome 
Sunday, Sept. 12 after the 10:30 Mass  

in the Family Room 
 

Sociables 
Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 1:30 pm in the  

South Gathering Space 

 

COMMISSION, COUNCIL & 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

Pastoral Council Sept. 2 8:30 pm Mtg. Rm. 

Stewardship Comm. Sept. 8 11 am Parish Library 

Bldgs. & Grounds Sept. 9 8 am  Parish Library 

Pastoral Care Team Sept. 13 1 pm  Parish Library 

Fatima Council 
       (Pot Luck) 

Sept. 15 6 pm  Fischer Hall 
    

Finance Council Sept. 16 7  am Conf. Rm. 

Liturgy Planning Sept. 16 5 pm Conf. Rm. 

Mission Service Sept. 16 11 am Conf. Rm. 

Adult Faith Frmtn Sept. 16 6:30 pm Parish Library 

Education Comm.  Sept. 21 11:30 am Meeting Rm. 

FAITH FORMATION/YOUTH 
 

September 19 

Catechetical Sunday 

 
 

Sunday, September 19 at 9:45 am 

Opening Session with Parents for the  

Sunday Faith Formation Program 
 
 

Wednesday, September 22 at 6:15 pm 

Opening Session with Parents for the 

Wednesday Faith Formation Program 

 

Wednesday, September 29 at 6:15 pm 

CONFIRMATION candidates & parents 

Orientation night for Confirmation 

 

For details, contact  

John Schmitt, Coordinator of Youth  

Ministry 849-3930 

john@stanneswausau.org 

Commissions for Outreach, Faith 

Formation, Community, Sacred Worship  

& Administration 

Thurs., Sept. 2 at 6 pm  

Leadership Training in the West Gathering 

Space at 6:30 pm in the Meeting Rooms 

SeptemberSeptember  
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Director and Owner

1511 North 28th Ave.
Wausau, WI 54401

Phone: 715-845-3437

COLONIAL
MANOR

Medical & Rehabilitation Center

Wausau    842-2028
Thank You For All You Do!

CW Auto Clinic
FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

Computer Diagnostics ¥ Engine Repair
Fuel Systems ¥ Tune-Ups

Brakes ¥ Exhausts ¥ Transmissions

606 S. 3rd Avenue, Wausau
842-9187

HONEY BAKED HAM
& CAFE

Hams • Turkey Breasts • Whole Turkeys
Ribs • Pork Roasts • Sandwiches

Mon-Fri 10am-7pm
Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-4pm

3001 Rib Mountain Drive, Wausau
298-4267

Capture the Spirit -- 
Behold the Heart

Laura J. S!udios
715-443-6363

www.laurajstudios.com

849-TRIG (8744)
Proud Sponsor of Scrip

Mandarin
AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE
Dine In - Carry Out - Delivery

Daily Lunch Buffet 
Open Sunday

150 E. Stewart Ave.
848-2120

Restaurant & Bakery
2101 N. Mountain Rd., Wausau, WI 54401

Exit 190 Hwy. 51 & 29 
(715) 843-7171

Open 6am to 10pm Daily

BEST PRICE GUARANTEED!
Model Homes Open 7 Days
1553 11th Dr. • Friendship, WI

(800) 235-0717
www.terracehomes.com


