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A Celebration Of Faith 

Welcome 

By choosing to celebrate your wedding at St. Anne’s Catholic Church you are say-
ing that your marriage is an expression of your Catholic faith. For this to be true 
one of you must be a confirmed practicing Catholic. This implies several things: 

A Church wedding implies the Catholic party has received the Sacrament of Confir-
mation. A Baptism Certificate including the dates of First Communion and Confir-
mation will be needed. (This may be gotten at no charge from the parish you 
were baptized at.) A Church wedding implies the Catholic party is practicing the 
Catholic faith. This would minimally mean attending Mass regularly. A Church 
wedding implies the Catholic party is in union with the Church and its teachings. 
The usual issue here is cohabitation. Today therapists and counselors are affirm-
ing the traditional Church teaching that living together before marriage lessens the 
chance of a couple having a successful marriage. For that reason cohabiting cou-
ples will be asked to separate or at least cease sexual relations before the wed-
ding. A Church wedding implies the Catholic party is committed to doing all in his 
or her power to share the Catholic faith with his or her children. 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call me (715) 849-
3930 or email me frsteve@stanneswausau.org. 

 

mailto:me_frsteve@stanneswausau.org
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Wedding Celebration Guidelines 

The Wedding Celebration  

Music & Musicians Please find enclosed a list of parish musicians and singers 
who are willing to assist at weddings. You are free to contact them or someone 
else you may know of. Musicians receive a stipend for their assistance. Check 

with them as they set their own amounts. Because you have decided to make your 
wedding a faith celebration, the music should reflect that choice. Music during the ceremony 
should be Christian. Popular secular music may be used as preludes or postludes. Your 
musician, if they have played at other weddings, will no doubt be able to play many of the 
beautiful contemporary Christian songs that have been written for weddings for you to 

chose from. 

Pictures/Video: Please find enclosed our “Wedding Photography and Videogra-
phy Policy.” Please have your photographer review it and sign it. Bring it to the 
priest at your last meeting with him. People attending the wedding should be 
informed that taking pictures during the liturgy is inappropriate. This can be done 

by inserting a note in the wedding invitation or wedding service program. 

Because of other services in the church we may need to limit the time the 
photographer takes for posed pictures. Frequently there are baptisms 
Saturday morning at 10:30 ending at 11:30 am. And we have a 4:00 pm 
liturgy on Saturdays for which we need the church ready and parking lot 
empty by 3:30 pm. Please review these times with your photographer 
and plan accordingly. 

 

 

Living Plants - Flowers: If you plan to have flowers for the wedding, we prefer they 
be living plants or fresh cut flowers. However bring to the Lord what you are able to. 

Bride’s Room: The family room off the gathering room of the church serves as a 
dressing room for the bride and bridesmaids. The groom and groomsmen normally come 
dressed for the ceremony. If they need to dress at the church as well there are several 
possibilities. Please consult with the priest. 

Lectors: There are typically two scripture readings and petitions to be read. These usu-
ally are done by one or two family members or friends. The priest is also willing to read 
them. Ideally, the person would be someone who reads at their church. The readings 
should be given to them in advance for preparation. 
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Wedding Celebration Guidelines con’t. 

Servers: Usually we do not have servers at weddings. However, if you have relatives or 
friends who serve Mass, you are welcome to ask them. They should be present at the re-
hearsal. 

Communion Ministers: If the wedding is celebrated in the context of the Mass and if 
there will be more than one hundred guests attending it would be helpful to have Eucharis-
tic Ministers to assist the priest. Assistants would also make it possible to offer the cup. 
Family or friends who are Eucharistic Ministers in their parishes would be first choices for 
help. It is also possible to commission someone for this one special occasion. 

Wedding Candle: The primary symbol of the wedding ceremony is your exchange of 
vows and rings. Different families may have other customs they would like to include in 
the celebration. The most common is the lighting of a unity candle. These are welcome 
though they should never take away from the focus on your vows. The parish can supply 
a candle or the couple may bring their own. (The cost to the parish for the candle is $18) 

Alcoholic Beverages: Making a vow requires a clear mind and an open heart. Standing 
as witnesses and supporters to someone making a vow also requires being clear of mind 
and open of heart. It is totally contrary to the spirit and purpose of the day to be under 
the influence of a mind altering substance at a wedding rehearsal or ceremony. We will 
not tolerate alcoholic beverages on the church premises before or after the wedding cere-
mony. 

***Clean-up: When the service is completed, the ushers will be responsible for picking 
up service programs left behind in the pews, removing aisle runners, taking out empty 
flower boxes, corsage wrappings and any additional items brought in for the wedding. 
These must be removed before the next church service. The family room must be re-
stored to its original order.  

FEES 

The parish does not charge a fee for a wedding. Money should not be a reason for not 
having the wedding in the Church. An offering of $75.00 is recommended. This goes into 
our fund for works of charity. Often couples express their gratitude to the priest or deacon 
with a gift as well. In addition, in weddings where neither the bride nor groom are 
members of the parish we ask a $150.00 security deposit. If the church is left in good or-
der it will be returned to you in the week after the wedding.  As part of the wedding 
preparations the couple takes a professional Marriage Inventory called The Foccus.  There 
is a $15.00 cost to have it stored. 

mailto:frsteve@stanneswausau.org
http://www.stanneswausau.org/wedding
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Marriage Preparation Program Outline 

The following is a schedule of the steps a couple would normally follow in preparing for 
the Sacrament of Marriage at St. Anne’s Parish. Special circumstances may require addi-
tional steps. These exceptional situations would be explored in the “Initial Contact” or 
“First Meeting With The Pastor.” The following sequence is recommended but may need 
to be altered in individual cases. A couple may be given a tentative wedding date when 
they first contact the Church. But the pastor cannot formally agree to witnessing a mar-
riage until after the Pre-Nuptial Investigation which is part of the couple’s first meeting 
with him. If you are not living in Wausau you may want to explore the possibility of do-
ing some of these preparations through a Church near to you. Please feel free to contact 
the St. Anne’s at anytime if questions arise. 

Initial Contact  (1-2 years prior to wedding) (6 month minimum) 
A. Couple contacts parish 
B. Parish secretary interviews couple by phone to determine whether they 

are candidates for the marriage preparation program 
C. Parish Secretary sends information packet to couple including: 

1. This Marriage Preparation Program Outline 
2. Schedule of Introductory Meetings 
3. Schedule of Pre-Cana Classes 
4. Guidelines for Weddings at St. Anne’s 

D. It is the couple’s responsibility to register or make appointments for the 
following steps. 

Wedding Information Meeting  (10-12 months prior to the wedding) 
A. Pastor reflects with couples on the meaning of their wedding vows. 
B. Pastor reviews steps of Preparation Program 
C. Questions and answers 
D. Couples fill out FOCCUS Inventory 
E. Couples indicate to priest whether they will take Class or Sponsor Couple 

program (see below) 

First Meeting With The Pastor (9-11 months prior to the wedding) 
A. Pastor completes the Pre-Nuptial Investigation with Couple 
B. Explores need for special preparations (interfaith, previous marriage, etc.) 
C. Please bring a Certificate of Baptism with you to this meeting. These should be 

gotten by contacting the church where you were baptized, informing them you 
are getting married and asking them to send a currant baptismal certificate. 
Please keep the original certificates. 

D. Gives the couple materials helpful in planning the wedding celebration. 
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Marriage Preparation Program Outline con’t. 

Wausau Area Pre-Marriage Program OR Sponsor Couple Program (7-10 months) 
A. Couple participates in one of the Saturday Pre-Marriage Programs 

offered by the Wausau Deanery or its equivalent. (See brochure enclosed to 
register) 

OR the couple may choose the Sponsor Couple Program. In this program the en-
gaged couple meets with a married couple from the parish five times prior to the 
wedding. This allows deeper trust and more heartfelt communication to develop. 
We strongly recommend it. But we realize it may be impossible for couples living 
out of town and the one day Pre-Marriage program may be best for them. The 
Sponsor Couple program also takes the place of the Discussion of the Pre-Marital 
Inventory below. 

Discussion of Pre-Marital Inventory (for those not doing the Sponsor Couple Program) 
(6-9 months prior to the wedding) 
A. Parish Facilitator Contacts Couple to set up a time 
B. Couple meets as many times as necessary to work through the material in the 

Pre-Marital Inventory (usually one to three meetings) 

Second Meeting With Pastor (1-3 months prior to the wedding) 
A. Pastor helps couple prepare the liturgy for the wedding celebration 
B. Schedule the rehearsal if it hasn’t been scheduled already. 

Rehearsal  (Usually the night before the wedding) 
The wedding rehearsal may be scheduled at almost any time. Please allow in your 
planning approximately one hour for the rehearsal in church. 

The Wedding Celebration!  

mailto:frsteve@stanneswausau.org
http://www.stanneswausau.org/wedding
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Wedding Musician List 

 

(You are not limited to the people on this list. These are 
offered if you are looking for someone to contact) 

 

Sheila Rossmiller Pianist 
715-573-0159(Wausau) 

Nancy Losinski Pianist/organist 
 715-845-0888(Wausau) 

Barb Aderholdt Pianist/Vocalist 
 715-675-9674(Wausau) 

Renee Fredel Pianist/Vocalist 
 715-849-3930(Wausau) 

Patti Gillette Vocalist (has pianist to work with) 
 715-842-1827(Wausau) 

Michele Fronek Vocalist 
 715-359-3529(Wausau) 

Stella Lonsdorf Guitar & Vocalist 
 715-845-5768(Wausau) 

Dave & Carol Finanger Harp & Violin 
715-536-2895 (Merrill) 

Linda Cannon Harp 
(Wausau) 

Paula Clark Flute 
715-845-2807 (Wausau) 

Joann Klement Vocalist 
           715-298-0334 (Wausau) 
Peter Karpinski Vocalist 

715-370-0086 (Wausau) 
Todd McDonald    Vocalist 
          715-849-8835 (Wausau) 
Pam Jojade Vocalist 

715-573-0409 (Wausau) 
David Daniels Vocalist 

715-848-7190 (Wausau) dave@klepato.com 

Renee Fredel, Coordinator of Liturgy at St. Anne’s 
Email: reneef@stanneswausau.org 

mailto:dave@klepato.com
mailto:reneef@stanneswausau.org


 

 

Church of St. Anne 
700 W Bridge St. 
Wausau, WI 54401 
Phone: (715) 849-3930 

 
 
 

Order of Worship 

For Weddings With Eucharist 
at St. Anne’s Parish 

Those things in parenthesis are optional. There may be other things you would like to 
include in your wedding celebration that are not listed here. These should be discussed 
with the priest celebrating the wedding with you. 

(Prelude Music) 
Entrance Processional 
(Gathering Song) 

Opening Rite 
Greeting 
Prayer 

Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading 
(Responsorial Psalm or Song) 
Second Reading 
Gospel 
Homily 

Rite of Marriage 
(Lighting of Candles by Parents) 
Exchange of Vows 
Exchange of Rings 
Prayers of the Faithful 
(Lighting of a Unity Candle) 
(Song) 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
(Presentation of the Gifts) 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Lord’s Prayer 
Nuptial Blessing 
Kiss of Peace 
(Gift of Roses to the Parents) 
Communion Rite 
(Rose to the Blessed Virgin) 

Closing Rite 
Blessing 
Presentation of the Couple 
Recessional (Music) 
(Postlude Music) 

 

Sample Programs on back 
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Wedding Photography & Videography Policy 

Wedding Date ___/___/___ It is the responsibility of the couple to return 
this signed to the priest at their second meeting. 

Principals Underlying Policy 
1. The focus of the Wedding celebration is the sacrament being entered into by the 

bride and groom. Everything else should support this end. The focus is not the 
future remembrance of this day. We could easily sacrifice the present for the 
future. 

2. The wedding takes place in a consecrated space. The church is not a rented hail. 
It is “set apart” (consecrated) for religious purposes. To act in it as if it were an 
auditorium or a place of business would desecrate (break the consecration) of the 
place. 

3. The role of the photographer/videographer is to record the event, not create an 
event. This means two things. 

a. The photographer/videographer does not alter the celebration by directing 
participant’s activity for the sake of what the photographer feels would be a 
better picture. 

b. The photographer/videographer would not him or herself appear in the 
celebration. (Photographers do not go onto the football field even though it 
would sure be nice to have a picture of the inside of the huddle.) 

4. The participants in the wedding (and hence the sanctuary, the field of activity) 
includes not only the wedding party, but all the guests as well. 

5. The front area of our church is extremely small. Hence it is impossible for a 
photographer to be present there without interfering with the vision and activity of 
the family and wedding party. 

The Policy 
1. The photographer/videographer is to remain outside the sanctuary during the en 

tire celebration (including the entrance procession and recession). The sanctuary 
includes the area where the guests are seated. (i.e. the pews). 

2. Places pictures may be taken from include the balcony and the Gathering Space to 
the south of the pews. 

3. No flash pictures may be taken from the completion of the opening procession to 
the beginning of the procession out at the end. 

4. All equipment used by the photographer/videographer will be stored in the 
reconciliation room (small room on the east side of the Gathering Space) when not 
in use. 

5. At no time may the photographer/videographer use the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, 
either for picture taking or equipment storage. 

6 With regards to picturing taking in the church before or after the liturgy, the photog-
rapher will secure the permission of the priest to move any furniture or decorations 
in the church. 

7. All picture taking will be done and the wedding party be gone from the church and 



 

 

their cars from the car port by 3:30pm on Saturday. 
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Wedding Photography & Videography Policy con’t. 

Implications of the Policy 
I. Most professional photographers and videographers naturally comply with the above 

policy. If a photographer feels they cannot work under these circumstances, or fails 
to work under these circumstances, they forfeit the privilege of taking pictures in 
this church. A list of photographers who have so forfeited that privilege will be given 
to engaged couples as they begin to plan their wedding. 

2. Given the limitations of our church, the couple will need to decide how they want to 
do the wedding procession. If it is important to them to have pictures of the couples 
coming in together, then they will plan to have the wedding party couples come in 
together from the back of the church, thus allowing space for the photographer to 
get their picture before they enter the sanctuary. 

3. Often there is attachment to having a picture of the parent(s) giving away the bride. 
If this is important than the couple will want to plan the entrance procession in a 
way that allows the photographer/videographer to picture that from his or her place 
in the Gathering Room. It can easily be done by having the bride, with her parent 
(s), face the groom in the center aisle. 

It is the responsibility of the couple getting married to return this policy when it has 
been signed by the parties listed below to the priest at their second meeting with him. 

I the undersigned have read and agree to the above policy. 

Couple getting married Date 

Photographer Date 

Videographer Date 

Priest Date 

mailto:frsteve@stanneswausau.org
http://www.stanneswausau.org/wedding


 

 

 


