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PARISH FORMATION MINISTRY WEARS MANY HATS! 

by Barb Ceranski 

Spirit 
St. Anne’s 

The 

He who is a friend is always a friend, and a brother is born for the 

time of stress. 

Proverbs 17:17      

of  

Living the Gospel with Love and Courage 

 When we say “Parish Formation 

Ministry,” what do we mean?  Answer: any 

program or gathering offered in the parish 

that shares the teaching of the Catholic 

Faith.  So Parish Formation Ministry includes 

adults (small groups, evangelization, etc.), 

young adults, library, teens (Faith Forma-

tion program and Youth Ministry), children 

(Faith Formation programs and St. Anne School), 

Sunday school (children age 36 mos. to age 5, 

not yet in kindergarten), nursery (age 12-36 mos.) 

sacraments (baptism, reconciliation, first com-

munion and confirmation for teens and adults), 

vacation bible camp, and children„s liturgy of the 

word.    

Parish Formation Ministry begins with 

adults/parents; this is the primary focus, since this 

is where the passing on of the faith is essential. As 

adults/parents we are constantly being pulled in 

different directions in life, especially these days 

when the demands economically and socially 

might be stressful. “They are asking me to do one 

more thing.”  

Sometimes parents are reluctant to enroll 

their children in a faith formation program be-

cause they might feel insecure about their own 

religious education.  Many of today‟s Catholic 

parents fell through the cracks of the inconsistent 

parish formation efforts of past decades.  Perhaps 

the greatest thing we can do for parents is 

to help them get in touch with their own 

need for ongoing faith formation. But adult 

faith formation is not just a remedy for gaps 

in childhood catechesis.  It is a tremendous 

gift to the Church, and one of the most life-

giving choices an adult can make to feed 

him- or herself spiritually. 

The parents of students in faith formation 

programs or the Catholic schools are always in-

vited and encouraged to nurture their own on-

going faith formation at the same time they 

honor their obligations to provide religious edu-

cation for their children. The St. Anne adult com-

munity, especially parents, will have many op-

portunities this upcoming year to deepen their 

faith life by responding favorably when they see 

there is something to be gained for themselves 

as well as their children.  It is heartwarming these 

past two years to see that parents have a desire 

for a deeper union with Jesus and the Christian 

community.  
This past year parents and grandparents 

have stepped up to the plate to share their 

faith, time, and energy as catechists, classroom 

aides, project coordinators, and project volun-

teers. What a blessing as we continue to grow as 

a “lay-led parish.”. 

New this year in the Faith Formation pro-

grams, we welcome Kris Peterson as Coordina-
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tor for the Sunday morning program and are 
grateful to Sandy Wirkus and Justine Miller for their 

years of service. Kris brings years of experience as a 

catechist, a mom and love of children  in sharing her 

faith. Coordinator for the post-confirmation teens will 

be Hannah Huryk, who brings years of experience and 

energy to those youth and their families who desire to 

continue to live their faith commitment throughout 

their high school and college years (if they are in the 

area). Hannah will also be offering Teen Time before or 

after the Sunday and Wednesday programs which is 

open to all teens in the parish. The Parish Library Coor-

dinator is Nancy Kieffer (Maggie & Jeff Horkman 

moved from the area) who brings a wonderful smile 

and collaborative skills to the committee. Nancy and 

the committee did an awesome job with the book 

sale held during Polka Fest. 

 

WE ARE NOT DONE YET!  As Catholics we are 

continually being called to ”Spread the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.”  
 

There will many opportunities for parishioners 

and parents to journey in faith with their children this 

year with our parish theme. Opportunities to gather will 

be sessions on the new Mass Translation changes in 

September and October, All Saints, Advent, Living Ro-

sary, Lent, Shadow Stations, Parish Mission, etc. Watch 

for more details throughout the liturgical year. 

The parish library committee is in the process of 

purchasing materials of all media types (books, peri-

odicals, DVD, CD, book on tape) related to this year‟s 

parish theme. Adults, teens and children will be invited 

to check these resources out of the library. It is the 

generosity of those who donated books for the book 

sale during Polka Fest that will help in the purchasing 

of these items. Thanks to the many folks who donated, 

sorted, and help sell books. 

 

KICK 
OFF of 
this year’s 
parish 
theme 
“Do This 
in Mem-
ory of 

Me: Living the Eucharist” will be the Annual Parish 
Convocation on Thursday, August 4, at 6:00 p.m. A 
light supper will be available at 5:30 p.m.  Fr. John 
Parr, a captivating speaker, will share insights as we 
develop the theme for the year. 

“Fr. John Parr is a man of faith, a great storyteller 
and excellent preacher, a lover of 

the land and of baseball and a com-
mitted disciple of Jesus 

Christ.  These are not unrelated but 
together make him someone you 
want to know and listen to.  You 

are blessed to have him at St. 
Anne’s.”    

 Jackie Witter 

The Parish Formation Ministry wears many hats 
thanks to many wonderful people!  

A special thanks the “Theme Team” for their or-
ganization, planning, and providing resources for 
this yearly event: 

 Melanie Guckenberg, Sarah Keene, Barb Ceranski, 
& Jenny Murphy 

Convocation coming soon: 

Book Sale Shoppers 



3 

ABOUT THE  
LITURGY 
by Renee Fredel, 

Liturgy Coordinator 
 

OPENING GREETING 

     At the beginning of Mass, immediately after the 

Sign of the Cross, the celebrant extends one of 

three different liturgical greetings to the peo-

ple.  The one that is most commonly used is “The 

Lord be with you.”  It is a familiar line 

that will remain unchanged with the 

new translation.  

     However, our new response will be 

the first major change in the Order of 

Mass.  Instead of “And also with you,” 

we will now be saying, “And with your 

spirit.”  This new response will also be made at the 

four other times during Mass when this dialogue oc-

curs: at the reading of the Gospel, at the beginning 

of the Eucharistic Prayer, during the Sign of Peace 

(when the priest says, “The peace of the Lord be 

with you always”), and at the conclusion of Mass. 

Why the change?   

     At the most basic level, “And with your spirit” is 

the proper translation of the original Latin text: “Et 

cum spiritu tuo.”  By correctly expressing this dia-

logue in English, we are actually aligning our trans-

lation with that of all the other major language 

groups, which have long been translating the Latin 

properly.  For example, in Spanish, the response is 

“Y con tu espíritu.” 

     But even beyond the linguistic, the recovery of 

the word “spirit” also carries Scriptural mean-

ing.  One form or other of “The Lord be with you” 

appears multiple times in the Bible, including the 

greeting given by the Archangel Gabriel to Mary at 

the Annunciation: “Hail, favored one! The Lord is 

with you” (Lk 1:28).  Then, in Paul’s letters in the New 

Testament, multiple variations of “The Lord be with 

your spirit” are employed as parting words to differ-

ent church communities.   

     Understood together, this liturgical dialogue in 

the Mass is an exchange whereby all present – 

both Priest and congregation – ask that the Holy 

Spirit (whom we call “the Lord, the giver of life” in 

the Nicene Creed) establish a stronger communion 

among us. 

     This new response of “And with your spirit” will be 

a difficult change to remember – perhaps one of 

the most difficult for us.  However, it will not take 

long for us to grow accustomed to the new word-

ing, especially given its frequency.  Above all, we 

should reflect on how it conveys the content of Sa-

cred Scripture, as well as the work of the Holy Spirit 

in the Church. 

ST. ANNE’S SCHOOL 
NEWS 

 
by Emily Miller 

 
 

Newman Catholic Elementary School: St. Anne was 
awarded an Abby Bank Grant for kindergarten touch 
screen monitors. This gift will allow our kindergarten stu-
dents greater access to interactive technology in the cur-
riculum. Teachers will have the opportunity to use the com-
puters in whole group instruction or in small groups such as 
in centers. We are very fortunate to have a wonderful or-
ganization like The Abbotsford Story, Inc. to support our 
schools. We thank them for this grant and are very excited 
to see how this new technology will enhance student 
achievement. 
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A NEW POLKA FEST ATTRACTION 
 

by Renee Fredel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were many new and exciting things happening at Polka 

Fest this year!  Among them was the first annual St. Anne‟s 

Summer Music Concert, with music provided by a large group of 

St. Anne‟s cantors, accompanists, instrumentalists and choir 

members.  On Sunday afternoon, over two hours worth of music 

was provided by members of the St. Anne‟s Orchestra, the 8:30 

Prayerful Praise Choir, the 10:30 Choir, In the Moment, and 

Heaven‟s Bells handbell choir.  In addition, there were 3 small 

groups of four voices who performed, Voices of Praise, Basses 

Loaded and Voice Male.  There were also three soloists adding 

their voices to the concert, Valerie Bastian, Kim Plansky and 

Peter Karpinski.  Parishioner Mark Kareken graciously agreed to 

act as Master of Ceremonies. 

 

Musicians and attendees alike were thrilled with the results and 

touched by the beautiful atmosphere of giving and sense of com-

munity instilled in all.  The words “first annual” above are in-

cluded in hopes that this will indeed become an annual Polka 

Fest offering! 

Multiple Musicians—Polka Fest 2011 

PARISH FORMATION  
MINISTRY COORDINATORS 

 
Ministry coordinators provide leadership and support 

to their specific ministry.  Coordinators, collaboratively help set 

the vision, mission, and goals in witnessing to God‟s people the 

call to discipleship. 

 

Coordinators 2011-2012 

Parish Library………………………Nancy Kieffer 

Small Groups……………………….DeAnn Schubring 

      Opening (1) 

Baptism Ministry ………………… Todd & Tammy   

    Terczynski 

Children‟s Liturgy of Word………..Open 

Home Study Ministry………………Chris Giebel 

Sacraments (2)……………………..Amy Vaillancourt 

     Open (1) 

VBC (Vacation Bible Camp) (2)…..Amy Vaillancourt 

      Open (1) 

Nursery Ministry …………………  Dani Edwards 

Adult Faith Formation (2)   Open 

     Open 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation…Kris Peterson 

Program 

Wednesday Evening Faith …………Sheila Kostroski 

Formation Program 

Post Confirmation Youth Leader……Hannah Hyruk 

Sunday School……………………….Open 

 

If you are recognizing the presence of God in your life and 

family and would like to offer your time and gifts in one of the 

“Openings” please contact Barb @ the parish office  

715-849-3930 or barbc@stanneswausau.org. 
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FROM THE WRITINGS OF TEILHARD DE CHARDIN 
 

Above all trust in the slow work of God. 
We are, quite naturally, 

Impatient in everything to reach the end, without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 

We are impatient of being — 
On the way to something unknown, something new. 

And yet it is the law of all progress that it is made 
By passing through some stages of instability . . . 

And that may take a very long time. 
 

And so I think it is with you. 
Your ideas mature gradually — 

Let them grow, 
et them shape themselves, 

Without undue haste. 
Don’t force them on as though you could be today — 

What time will make you tomorrow. 
 

Only God could say 
What this new spirit , gradually forming within you will be. 

Give the Lord the benefit of believing that 
His hand is leading you, 

And accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 
In suspense and incomplete. 
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NEW LOOK 

SUNDAY MORNING SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
 

by Barb Ceranski 

 
St. Anne’s is revamping the Sun-

day Morning program to provide 
a wonderful opportunity for Sun-

day school during the 8:30 Mass. 
Ages 3 & 4 AND 4 & 5 (not yet 

in kindergarten) 

 

Stories of God's Love is the material that will be used. 

 

 It is an integrated program that addresses the 
needs of two age groups 

 It provides a readiness for the preschooler's 

growth in the Catholic faith and a foundation 

of their identity as a Christian 

 It acknowledges that preschoolers learn pri-
marily through activity. For this reason, the 

Guide plays an essential role in the program 

The Guide provides the language and concrete 

strategies that teachers of religion can use to clearly 
present key faith terms and concepts to the children. 

 

Registration forms are avail-

able at the West Gathering 
space or parish website.  Reg-

ister under the Sunday 
School section. 

 
Catechists and classroom 
aides willing to rotate for the 
Sunday morning sessions are needed! 

 
Please contact the parish office for questions or a 
ministry description.   

 

Parish Wish List 
Bb Instrument Books $100 

With the purchase of a set of Bb instrument books, we would 

allow all of the liturgies to have more of a variety of instruments 

added, including trumpet and saxophone! 

 

Outdoor Sprinkler System $780 

Thank you to the many anonymous donations towards this pro-

ject.  Each gift has been and will be personally matched by our 

Outdoor Coordinators, Ed and Mary Jane Burish, until our pro-

ject is complete.   If you can contribute any amount towards the 

remaining $780 please contact the parish office.  The completion 

of this sprinkler system is not only supported by our St Anne‟s 

Green Team, not only will it save us operating expense BUT it 

will also be a grand gesture of appreciation to our outdoor volun-

teers who work so hard to further beautify our church home. 

 

It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no 

man can sincerely try to help another without helping himself.  

_ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

If you are able to purchase or contribute towards the purchase of 

a wish list item please contact the parish office 715-849-3930.  

Thank you. 
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SCENES FROM  
POLKA FEST 2011  

Everybody dance! 

Just looking AND THE BIG WINNER IS . . . 

Photos by Malcolm Whittum 

ZUMBA!  


