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Train up a child in the way that he should go ; and when he is old he
will not depart from it. O ),

Proverbs 22:6

Calholic Schools

Catholic Schools Week 2012

Date: January 29 - February 5, 2012
Theme: Catholic Schools - Faith. Academics. Service

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2012 is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Academics. Service.” The
annual observance starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2012 is January
29 to February 5. Schools typically celebrate Catholic Schools Week with Masses, open houses and
activities for students, families, parishioners and the community at large.

The theme “Catholic Schools - Faith. Academics. Service,” focuses on three priorities that Catholic
schools establish that make them stand out from other educational institutions. Children are
taught faith — not just the basics of Christianity, but how to have a relationship with God. Aca-
demics, which in Catholic schools are held to very high standards, help each child reach his or her
potential. Service, the giving of one’s time and effort to help others, is taught both as an expression
of faith and good citizenship.

Catholic Schools Week celebrates education that goes beyond preparation for a secular life — it is

. (continued on page 2)



continued from page 1
education that prepares students for a Christian life. CSW also celebrates the high standards of
excellence and the quality of the education available to all students in Catholic elementary and
secondary schools across the U.S.

The purpose of Catholic Schools Week is to build community awareness of, and involvement in,
Catholic schools throughout the country. During this week, many dioceses and schools encour-
age parents to take full advantage of the benefits of local Catholic schools by enrolling their chil-
dren in those schools. CSW also is an occasion for schools to interest citizens in volunteering
their time and talents to the local Catholic schools. Newman Catholic Schools is proud of all our
schools and our students. Thank you to all for the support of our stakeholders.

Emily Miller
St. Anne’s School Principal

NEWMAN

HATS OFF TO FAITH FORMATION FAMILIES

There was an overwhelming response to the
shower caddies that Faith Formation families donated
as the Advent outreach project to the Women’s Com-
munity (a private non-profit domestic violence and
sexual assault advocacy agency). Two SUV loads of
caddies will be shared when families move into the
facility.

“They often come with nothing. Not even a
toothbrush. Living in a shelter means sharing a bath-
room with 28 other people, mostly strangers. To help
make shelter life a bit better for families we can pro-
vide them with the basic toiletries they need. Provid-
ing these items in an easy to carry shower caddy just
helps that much more. That way each family knows
what stuff is theirs and they can carry it easily with
them from their sleeping room to the bathroom.”

Note from Jane Graham Jennings, Director of
the Women’s Community, “First I want to thank you
again for thinking of The Women's Community for
your students’ giving project. We are overwhelmed by
the generosity. We were already able to bring some
joy to the families currently in shelter, they love the
caddies!!”

The Spirit of St. Anne is a free monthly newsletter for the people of St. Anne's Parish; published and distributed by the
Church of St. Anne, 700 W. Bridge St., Wausau, WI 54401; Editor: Bev Burch
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Like a string of pearls, every relationship is a collection of poignant moments of individual growth
and mutual discovery. And when we’re lucky, there are a few gems of time that shine
through our memories forever.

Women’s

Relationships

Women (high school age and older) are invited to a retreat
morning for mothers-daughters, aunts-nieces, godmothers-
goddaughters, grandmothers-granddaughters, sisters, any
combination. What a great opportunity with college gals home
for the break.

St. (nne Fovish - Januany 14, 2012

8:30 AM Mass—optional
9:15-9:30 Registration & Social-Meeting Rooms
9:30-1:00  Session & Lunch

$8.00 suggested offering. Pre-Registration is strongly encouraged (preparation for
food and materials), by Wed. Jan. 11. Call Parish office @ 715-849-3930 OR e-mail
stannes.adultff@gmail.com. Leave names and phone numbers when registering.

Mary Yessa an er daughter(s) will lead us in
this morning of reflection. Mary is a wife,
mother (5 girls), grandmother, and mother-in-
law (1). Mary is on the retreat staff at St. An-
thony’s Spirituality Center in Marathon.
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OUR POSTURE DURING PRAYER

by Renee Fredel
Coordinator of Ministry

Spiritual practices have intentionally used
various postures and gestures in prayer. Our
position and gestures are symbolic as well as ef-
ficacious. They not only point to a greater reality
(symbolic) but also really help put us in tune
with God and our spiritual selves (efficacious).

Prayer postures also help us focus in our
prayer. Many great spiritual directors saw the
connection between the body being at peace
and the inner self also being at peace. One nec-
essarily affected the other. The body is part of
the expression of prayer. So when we kneel, we
express reverence. When we pray with open
hands, we are in a posture of acceptance and
openness. When we are prostrate, we are in a
posture of supplication. When we sit, we are in
a posture of listening. Dancing expresses great
joy while hands folded over one’s face focuses
our attention and blocks out distractions. Other
gestures and positions may be meaningful as
you pray. St. Ignatius said that movement in
prayer indicates the mood and changes that oc-
cur when a person prays. With prayer, it’s not
just in our heads, but in and through our whole
being—body, mind, and soul!

(2009, Liturgical Publications Inc.)

THE TWELVEDAYS OF

CHRISTMAS
(Dags 6 through 12)
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Six geese a-laying represent the six
days of creation.

Seven swans a-swimming are the
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit and the seven
works of mercy. (There are 7 works of corporal
mercy and 7 works of spiritual mercy).

Eight maids a-milking are the
Eight Beatitudes preached by Christ in the Ser-
mon on the Mount.

Nine ladies dancing are the nine ranks
of angels.

Ten lords a-leaping represent the Ten
Commandments

Eleven pipers piping are the 11 sur-
viving apostles proclaiming the
Resurrection of Jesus.

Twelve drummers drumming are the
12 minor prophets of the Old Testament and
the 12 points of the Apostles’ Creed. They sym-
bolize also the 12 tribes of Israel, the 12 apos-
tles (their number being restored after Pente-
cost), and the 12 fruits of the Holy Spirit, the
fruits of Pentecost. Twelve 1s also the scrip-
tural number representing completeness and
fairness.

NEW YEAR’S PRAYER

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We
know that you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one

another.

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our deepest desires. Help us to live in the good-
ness that comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the
past, so that we might live in peace with you now, one day at a time.

Amen




. .CHILI SUPPER 2011 . ..

e Preparing for Christmas

o Folks of all ages coming together

e Enjoying chili, hotdogs, and con-
versation

o Avisit from St. Nick

e Icing cookies to share

e Making crafts and LONG paper
chains

o Decorating the parish Christmas
tree with Father Steve

e Singing Christmas carols around
the tree

e Joining hands and offering a
prayer for our families and

T i

friends.
It doesn't get much better
thoan this!
Commumnity Commissior
AST SEE IT. ..

Have you noticed anything different about this "First Issue of the New Year of 2012"? I guess it's obvious
that the usual color is missing from our photos. We have decided that this was advisable as a cost-saving measure;
the really good thing about this change is that there is one more page available for your stories, since we no longer
will have advertising on page 11. After having full color on several pages for the past few years, it seems a bit odd,
but we will make every effort to provide you with the same high quality articles and news we have been publishing in
the recent past.

One thing I would encourage you to do is let us know of potential stories or events you would like to see in
your newsletter. We all know from past experience that there is a whole lot happening in our parish among all gen-
erations of members. Now perhaps we can capture a few more of those events.

Let us know what you would like to see by contacting me at the parish office (bevb@stanneswausau.org),
715-849-3930, X 313, or at home, 715-845-9385.

Let us all hope and pray that the year ahead will be full of good news, not just for us at St. Anne's , but

throughout the nation and the world!
TR




GREEN TEAM - THE NATURAL STEP
AND ST. ANNE’S VISION FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

by Bill Schmelzer
Green Team

At St. Anne’s, the environmental survey our parishioners completed was part of the Natural
Step process. We looked at what we are doing now to promote sustainability in our
homes and in our Parish. We were also asked to envision a sustainable St. Anne’s in the fu-
ture.

Our parishioners see a very hopeful vision for the future. Green Team members catego-
rized the responses to open-ended survey questions about that vision as follows:

-Education and Outreach on Sustainability

-Minimization and Recycling

-Energy

-Composting/gardening

-Food

-Fair Trade

-Leadership

In upcoming issues, we will share ideas and comments from the survey. Let us start for now
by paraphrasing some responses from the ‘Education and Outreach’ category:

- We will teach our children to reuse and thus reduce.

- We will become a model for eco-justice, including teaching the young to work
and interact with the environment.

- Ecology will be woven into our theology and liturgy.

- Teaching on the spirituality of ecology will help families be motivated and ecologi-
cally aware and active in their own homes.

- We must teach our youth that we are going to do what we say.

-We continue to promote, practice, and educate on sustainable practices.

-We continue to research methods of eco-friendly practices and products.

-We use and understand sustainability language in our day-to-day operations.

-We cooperate with other parishes and congregations in efforts toward peace-and-
justice and sustainability.




